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Important Information:
Nevada Division of Water Resources (State Engineer’s Office)
901 S. Stewart Street Suite 2002
Carson City, Nevada  89701
(775)684-2800

http://water.nv.gov



Current Adjudication Staff:

Shannon McDaniel, PE Manager II (775)684-2842
Chad Walling, PE (775)684-2855
Katherine Mellon, PE (775)684-2868
Dan Taylor (775)684-2822
Beau Parker (775)684-2869



Why file?



NRS § 533.087  - Requirement for claimant of vested water right to
submit proof of claim.

A claimant of any water right must submit, on a form prescribed by
the State Engineer, proof of the claim to the State Engineer on or before
December 31, 2027.  If a claimant fails to file such proof on or before
December 31, 2027, the claim shall be deemed abandoned.



Why file?

Who can file?



Why file?

Who can file?

What can be filed on?



Why file?

Who can file?

What can be filed on?
Surface Waters

Springs
Streams
Lakes/Reservoirs

Underground
Artesian
Percolating



For what manner of use?



For what manners of use?
Irrigation

With secondary stockwater
With secondary stockwater and domestic

Stockwater
With secondary domestic

Domestic
Commercial

With secondary domestic
Industrial

With secondary domestic
Municipal/Quasi-municipal

With secondary domestic
Mining and Milling

With secondary domestic



Proof of Beneficial Use and Priority Dates

Surface waters
March 1, 1905

Underground waters
Artesian

March 22, 1913
Percolating

March 25, 1939



THE APPLICATION



Proof of Appropriation of Water

Five pages long













THE MAP



The Supporting Map

NRS § 533.115 (3)  The proof of appropriation submitted by the claimant
must be accompanied by a map prepared, except as  otherwise
provided in subsection 4, in accordance with and depicting any
information required pursuant to the requirements of subsections 3
and 4 of NRS § 533.100.



The Supporting Map

NRS § 533.115 (3)  The proof of appropriation submitted by the claimant
must be accompanied by a map prepared, except as  otherwise
provided in subsection 4, in accordance with and depicting any
information required pursuant to the requirements of subsections 3
and 4 of NRS § 533.100.

The supporting map may also be a map previously filed and accepted
by the State Engineer’s Office in support of another statutory
application or Proof of Appropriation. 



The Supporting Map

Proofs filed before May 26, 2017, which did not require a map at
the time of filing, will need to file a supporting map at the time
the adjudication is called by the State Engineer



The Supporting Map

Minimum requirements and  general layout is the same as those required
for a map filed in support for an application



The Supporting Map

Must be completed and signed by a State of Nevada licensed
Water Rights Surveyor

Minimum Scales
Irrigation:  NRS 533.100  Mylar map on a scale of not less than 1,000

feet to the inch (1:12,000).

Stockwater:  NRS 533.115  Mylar map on a scale of not less than
2,000 feet to the inch (1:24,000).

Other Uses:  Same as Irrigation.



The Supporting Map

Points of Diversion
Irrigation:  Bearing and tie to an established and known survey monument.

Stockwater:  Accurately depicted on the map (no bearing and tie necessary).

Other Uses:  Same as Irrigation.



The Supporting Map

Places of Use
Irrigation:  NRS 533.100  Area and outline of each parcel of land and the type

of culture (crop)on each parcel.

Stockwater:  NRS 533.115  Identify the location and extent of livestock use
by 1/16 sections within a numbered section, township and range.

Other Uses:  Same as irrigation.



THE INITIAL REVIEW



If the submission is found to be defective

NRS § 533.125 (3)  If a proof of appropriation or a supporting map is found
to be defective, it shall be returned with a statement explaining why the
proof or map was found to be defective.



If the submission is found to be defective

NRS § 533.125 (3)  If a proof of appropriation or a supporting map is found
to be defective, it shall be returned with a statement explaining why the
proof or map was found to be defective.

NRS § 533.125 (4)  A person may file a corrected proof of appropriation or
supporting map with the Office of the State Engineer within 60 days after
the date of return for correction.  A defective proof of appropriation or
supporting map that is not properly corrected and refiled within 60 days
must be rejected.  Upon application for an extension of time within the
60 day period, the State Engineer may, in his or her discretion, grant an
extension of time not to exceed 60 days in which the person may file the
corrected proof of appropriation or supporting map.



Amendments

Currently there is no fee to file an amended proof or supporting map

There is no limit to the number of times a proof can be amended

Amendments to proofs filed before May 26, 2017, which did not
have the map requirement, now need to have a map filed at the
same time as the amended proof

If an amended proof changes information on the support map,
a new map is required



THE DOCUMENTATION



START THIS PROCESS ASAP



Types of Documentation

Title:
Federal Patents
State Patents
Possessory Claims

Tax Records

Survey Records:
GLO Plat
GLO Survey Notes
Water Location Surveys
State Surveys
Local Contract Surveys



Types of Documentation

Published Histories

Oral Histories

Diaries

Newspaper Articles

Photographs

Affidavits

Correspondence



Where to Find Documentation

BLM
Master Title Plat and Historical Index
GLO Plate and GLO Survey Notes
Federal Land Patent
National Archives

Division of Water Resources
Proof Files
Permit Files
Maps

Division of State Lands
State Patents and Support Documents



Where to Find Documentation

County Offices
Recorder
Assessor

Historical Society

Public and University Libraries

Internet



SUBMISSION



Submission of Support Documentation

Usually occurs when an adjudication is called for by the State Engineer

Submission can occur anytime after the proof has been filed
Does not have to be all at once

Should be Organized
Binders
File Boxes with dividers
Acco binders

Digital
Currently no procedure in place for acceptance
Still a good idea for archival reasons



EVALUATION



TIMEFRAME



Current Adjudications and Status

East Fork Owyhee River  - Order of Determination (in Court)
Pony Canyon  - Order of Determination (to be submitted to Court)
Jersey Valley  - Order of Determination (in progress)
Diamond Valley  - Preliminary Order of Determination
Cold Spring Valley  - Preliminary Order of Determination
Smoke Creek Desert  - Preliminary Order (in progress)
Honey Lake  - Preliminary Order (in progress)
Bruneau River  - Preliminary Order (in progress)
Jarbidge  - Preliminary Order (in progress)
Little Owyhee River  - Preliminary Order (in progress)
Ruby Valley  - Field Work Completed
Clover Valley  - Field Work Completed
South Fork Owyhee River  - Field Work Completed
Independence Valley  - Field Work Completed
Buena Vista Valley  - Field Work



Important Information:
Nevada Division of Water Resources (State Engineer’s Office)
901 S. Stewart Street Suite 2002
Carson City, Nevada  89701
(775)684-2800

http://water.nv.gov
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